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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2022 

WBHS PTA 

AGM 

Monday 13th March 2023 

 

Hello, my name is Tracey Smith, and I am the President of the Westlake Boys High School 
PTA. It is my great pleasure to present this report to you this evening. 

 

Just like in 2021, for 2022 we started our year with restrictions due to the Global Pandemic.  
For another year we had to be more flexible in our approach and learnt, just like our sons, to 
get on with what we could, when we could.  Despite a bumpy start we can again be proud of 
our contribution to the school for 2022. 

 

The Westlake Boys High School PTA serves three main functions to the school community,  

1. to provide help where required at school events,  
2. to act as a social forum for parents and caregivers of the school, and 
3.  to raise funds to help enhance facilities at the school for all of our boys.  

 

I will cover off each of these areas separately: 

 

Supporting Westlake  

With all events cancelled for Term 1 we waited with fingers crossed that soon we would be 
back to normal. 

 

In Term 2 we got the call that the Mother and Son Breakfast was booked and we were asked 
to jump in and assist.  Our volunteers gladly rolled up their sleeves and helped prepare the 
breakfast that most of us went on to eat! 

 

Grandparents Day sadly did not go ahead, and we keenly missed working alongside the 
school at this much loved event. 

 

Unusually, we worked more closely with the Westlakers this year as we tried to come 
together to make a larger volunteer army when the school needed help. Behind the scenes 
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we were there at Father and Son Breakfast, and took on a bigger role at Senior Prizegiving, 
which included serving afternoon tea to the prize winners and their families.  We also 
helped ensure that Graduation Dinner was a success for all the students involved. 
 

PTA Events 

The PTA embraced technology and held the first and hopefully the last Virtual Meet the 
Prefects!  In March we held our most popular event with junior students and their families, 
the “Meet the Prefects” evening.  The Meet the Prefects is normally a wonderful night 
where close to 180 junior boys and their families get to know the Senior Prefects just a little 
better in a more social setting.   We talked to the Senior Prefects and shared their Westlake 
journeys on the school’s Youtube channel to an audience of almost 700!  It wasn’t the same 
as in person but for the students involved it was important that this tradition went ahead.  
We were very grateful to Michael Wassel, Hunter Haynes, Alex Wilson, William Squire, Lewis 
Bower and Michael Peng for their time and willingness to continue this annual event. 

 

And finally after 2 years of being unable to host the ‘Thank the Staff’ Morning Tea it took 
place in November. Under the expert leadership of the amazing Luana and the fabulous 
Susie, the team of Christmas elves delivered a thank you morning tea to remember. There 
was more wine, chocolate and gifts than we had ever seen and I know that the staff felt 
extremely appreciated on the day, and felt the Westlake love from the whole school 
community.  Thank you Lu and Susie! 

 

 

Social Events  

Of course, the PTA is not just a fundraising and volunteering group. We also are part of the 
PTA to make connections with fellow parents and to get to know each other. Every term we 
try to have a social event and this year was no exception. We got rather more competitive 
with our social events, we went pub quizzing in term 2 and then a rematch in term 3. We 
celebrated the end of the school year with a memorable dinner at Fantail & Turtle Smales 
Farm.  But socializing didn’t just happen at the planned events. We got to know each other 
better and made new friends every Friday lunchtime while we volunteered at the Second 
Hand Uniform Shop too. 

Thank you to Cathryn for being such a superb social co-ordinator again for 2022!  

 

Fundraising 

The PTA is fortunate to have funds generated by the operation of the Second-hand Uniform 
Shop. These funds enable us to support school projects that then subsequently benefit the 
boys and enhance their time while at Westlake.  
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The shop had another successful year in 2022, under the leadership of Robyn Dean and Lyn 
Cuthbertson.  Sales were up 23%!  As a result  the PTA proudly supported the purchase of a 
medical trolley for the Health Centre , and portable staging that will be a great asset for 
school productions, prizegivings, choir and music performances for decades to come. 

 

We are so grateful to everyone who volunteered their time to open the shop each Friday 
lunchtime. We are especially grateful to Robyn  and Lyn for their hours and hours of work to 
ensure the shop continued to provide a much-needed second hand uniform service to the 
community.  An amazing effort and thank you again to everyone who volunteers their time 
in the shop. 

 

Acknowledgements  

After a combined 17 years of being a member of various PTA’s we sadly lost our PTA 
Secretary in Term 3, as Helen Mason relocated to sunny Nelson for an exciting new life.  It 
was wonderful working with Helen, and her friendly reminders that any PTA is mostly there 
to make social connections helped keep us on track. Thank you Helen. 

 

Thank you, to Michele Cain, for being our staff representative again this year, we have got 
to know Michele as a parent as well as a staff member.   

 

Thank you to Chris Smith, our PTA Secretary and Cathryn Wilson, our PTA Treasurer who 
literally keep things running.  Without you both we would not have a PTA and I step down 
knowing we are in excellent hands.  

 

And finally, none of the Westlake PTA’s activities would be possible without the input of our 
committee and all the volunteers. We say this every year but every year this remains the 
same. To each of you thank you for your time, contribution, and enthusiasm for the 
Westlake Boys PTA. It has been a privilege working with and getting to know you all. 

 

 

 Tracey Smith WBHS PTA President 2022 


